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Olfactory Odyssey

This project consists of a network of space which produces and activates 
smells to further affect users’ movements within an existing building and 
is intended to mediate and reconfigure work-leisure balances for the build-
ing’s inhabitants through olfactory phenomenological means.
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transition? transition?

Office environment needs a proper transition toward a leisure environment to prepare people for an immersive experience in leisure.
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smell smelling memory

And smell, as a neglected sense in architectural design, can reconfigure the interior environment to help the guests to 
connect to their own personal memories of leisure.
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fig.1 // smell construction spread sheet 

Memory, Deconstruction, Distillation
Method
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Unit 1 // Kitchen Sphere

sphere to concentrate kitchen smell

bigger-than-normal ventilators with 
extra space and vertical circulation 
inside to trap smell 
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Unit 2 // Library Capsule

fan to transportinng smells

book stacks to produce smells



80 Olfactory Odyssey 81Journey from Work to Leisure

Unit 3 // Gym Chalk Mill

treadmills to run

cynlinder to trap smell in one dimension

fan to transport sweaty smells

treadmill connecting to wheel to mill chalks
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Unit 4 // Flower Garden

garden for plantation of smellwheel at the center to mill flower 
to produce smell

sauna producing steams to spread smell
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Unit 5 // Fruit Trampoline

jumping on trampoline beds to press fruit below

tubes to transport pressed juice smell
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Unit 6 // Garden 2.0

sauna producing steams to spread smell

garden for plantatoin of smells
perforations to spread smell horizontally
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Unit 7 // Indoor Beach

sand-made sun-beds

tube allowing natural sunshine coming in

algae plantation below and seawater to 
produce smellls

perforations to spread smell horizontally
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Unit 8 // Laundry Church

sauna producing steams to spread smell

dry-sheet-made arches to pro-
duce smells

dome-like space to concentrate smells
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section 1 // overall

The olfactory design guides people to circulate through the building, respond-
ing to the orchestrated smell trajectories.
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section 2

This project assumes that people working nearby would be attracted to enter 
the building and start their one-night journey to transfer from work state to 
leisure state. It assumes that people, much like smell particles in the air, can be 
manipulated to move around the building without viewing source of smells.
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section 3

By alluring people to follow the smell flows and finally to reach the final desti-
nation of leisure which is producing this smell, the architecture allows people 
to participate in this chain reaction of smells and increase their awareness 
of the immediate environment and build up nostalgic leisure images step by 
step. After archiving leisure, the users would be able to participate in producing 
smells, i.e. leisure, for other people. 
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allured by food chasing book smell passing by sweats 

journey.1 // the financial consultant // nostalgic school memory
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refreshed by juice cured by  garden smell finished with cooking smell
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refreshed by juice alerted by forest smell refreshed by sea smell leisure!

journey.2 // the otaku // seaside adventure
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refreshed by garden smell

journey.3 // the hedonist // forest healing tour

cured by  flower smell released with laundry smell
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