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Artist Statement

In my collection MEMENTO, I explore the unique culture, atmosphere, and lifestyle in China that existed at the end of the
last century. The deeply ingrained memories of neon light in a dark night, a trolley passing through the city, sprawling
innumerable bamboo scaffolds, the elderly walking with birdcages, as well as the typical fire escape staircases in old buildings,

have all faded away, but not in my personal vision.

The central work of MEMENTO is a shoulder piece of scaffolding that all the other pieces in the collection interconnect
with . This combination of scaffolding, accent lighting, installation, and smaller jewelry pieces transport the wearer into an ;; “_:" ’: f j
idealized version of the city from my youth. Every piece is not only a wearable adornment in its own right, but also a part of the |4/
“city”. Each conveys a fragment of unforgettable memories.

Working mainly in metal, I like the malleability of silver and copper. These metals can represent the softness of bamboo or
a hard rigid rebar. I love the colors and the glossy texture of enamel, and have combined it with metal for this collection. I
apply plique-a-jour technique on the neon light pieces, so that light can shine through the translucent enamel to bring these
streetscapes of my youth to life.

Contact Info email: 2fgao2@gmail.com  instagram: @2fgao2
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" Scafiolding” is e Most important plece of Ehy
collection, because every other pieces CAQ physially
conmect to H, and i+s dso o huge-scale piece.
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Ear cuft

A fre esape s @ special kind of eMergency exit,
usually Mounted to e outside of a buidng. e Many

burtdings buttt in eoslter 1t woe has outside Firg
escape  Stairs. Like New York has o lot. Those stairs
MAY no (onger hate their Ancfon, but g as
orpei decorations,
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bird cage

chocker / necklace /

Bird owners ( most old pecple) g0 0 park. gorden..

with thelr birds. Usually, +hey put birds i birdcoges., and

pendantt ...

Swing the birdeag® to practice birds' leg Sﬂthg*h-
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It's a very tradional hobby m China.
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The clasp should be able to work as

a clasp & connect the piece to the

scaﬂmdtng-
Make much detoxls as possible, [tke doors..

More dHierent shopes of bird coges. I wil use clasp betrween each
2-3 birdcages, so wearer could
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Mo1 Scafford i'ns

Material: Copper tube, copper wire

Dimension: 35*45*55 cm
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Mo2 Scaffoid i'n3 Cutf

Material: Copper tube, copper wire
Technique: Hand-fabricated cuff
Dimensions: 9*9*27 cm
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Mes oot Massage neon l:ght

Material: Sterling silver, fine silver, resin
Technique: Hand fabricated box and frame
Dimension: 3*2*11 cm
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Moy NEoNn Si’sn 97

Material: Sterling silver, acrylic
Dimension: 9.5*6.5*1.5 cm
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MoS ﬁahjons neon Sign

Material: Sterling silver, acrylic
Technique: Hand fabricated frame.,lost-wax casting, CAD model
Dimension: 7*9.5*0.7 cm
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Moe b:rdcuae eapr cuff

Material: Sterling silver
Technique: CAD modeling, lost-wax casting
Dimension: 3*3*22 cm(left), 4*3*15 cm(right)
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Boa b:rdcuse eapr cuff

Material: Copper
Technique: CAD modeling, lost-wax casting
Dimension: 4*3*63 cm
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Fire escape
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nes Fibe escape eapr cuff

Material: Sterling silver
Dimension: 2.5*2*4 cm(left), 1.2*3*7.5 cm(right)
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Moy FePe escape ring

Material: Copper

Technique: CAD modeling, lost-wax casting
Dimension: 2.3*2.3*4 cm
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m1e Pebar frame ring

Material: Sterling silver
Technique: Hand fabricated ring, egg patina
Dimensions: 9.2*2*2 cm

mewento 29



mn rebalk frame ring set

Material: Copper
Technique: CAD modeling, lost-wax casting
Dimensions: 6*1*1 cm (left), 3*1*1 cm (right)
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w12 billboard ring set

Material: Copper, fine silver
Dimensions: 8*1.5*8 cm (left&right)
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final look
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