
Customized Experience

Explore how interior design motivates students’ enthusiasm for 
learning

Through the design of a nature-based public school, the design 
focuses on the interaction between people and people and between 

people and nature to stimulate students’ interest in learning and 
improve their comprehensive abilities, as well as provide children from 

low-income families with better educational resources.



Thesis Statement

Customized Experience
This Thesis explores How interior design motivates students’ enthusiasm for learning

Due to the slow economic development and low income in rural areas, education resources are scarce. Many children 
from poor families who need education cannot receive education. Alleviate this problem by sharing urban educational 

resources.

Through the design of a nature-based public school, the design focuses on the interaction between people and people 
and between people and nature to stimulate students’ interest in learning and improve their comprehensive abilities, 

as well as provide children from low-income families with better educational resources.

USER GROUP By designing a multi-functional public school that shares existing educational resources for children 
from poor families in rural areas who need education, the uneven distribution of educational resources can be slightly 

alleviated.
Students can also act as teachers in the school. For example, older students mentor and assist in teaching younger 
students using remote or technologically lead lessons (Ted Talks, Khan Academy, etc) or as teaching assistants (or 
student lead teaching). Seniors and retirees be utilized as additional teaching resources in a way that benefits the 

school and those who may be facing isolation and lack of purpose.

SITE I chose Dahua Cotton Mill as my site, located in the XI’AN city, China, because this factory has been abandoned, 
so I can use existing resources. Moreover, it is located at the junction of the city and the countryside and there are two 
schools nearby, which not only facilitates the students from the countryside to come here more conveniently, but also 

benefits the teachers in the city to come here. 

DESIGN METHOD Taking into account the introduction of natural elements into the interior and the integration of 
unique local cultural characteristics, my design method is to use Xi’an’s unique Feng Shui, a branch of the Book I Ching 
describes the impact of natural elements on architecture, as a connection between different programs. I also use a lot 

of curves to make the room more dynamic, so as to stimulate the interaction between students
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Analysis of the Current Situation of Education in China
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Site Information

Dahua Cotton Mill, located in the XI’AN city China, has been abandoned, so existing resources can 
be reused. Moreover, it is located at the junction of the city and the countryside and there are two 

schools nearby, which not only facilitates the students from the countryside to come here more 
conveniently, but also benefits the teachers in the city to come here. 
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The former part has been transformed into a shopping mall, the latter part is still abandoned, 
so it can be used to transform into a school



Surroundings

There are two schools nearby, a center and an elementary school, and there are 3 residential 
areas. This makes it easy to cooperate with school teachers and invite qualified retired seniors from 

residential areas to come to the school.
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Precedent Study
The Saunalahti School in Finland, 

The Finnish classrooms have the 
following characteristics: 
learning inclination,
humanization, 
modernity and technology, 
flexibility and openness.

1 The school aims to encourage 
non-traditional classroom set-
tings and various group learning. 

2 The school is more supportive 
of students learning outside the 
classroom

3 The classroom and the class-
room can be combined together. 

4 Teachers have a lot of free 
space in the layout and design 
of the classroom, and they can 
dress up the classroom in accor-
dance with their own educational 
concepts and teaching needs.

BIG CONCEPT, Open and cooperative learning concept, nature education



The relationship between human and nature





PROGRAM COLLAGE





Precedent Study 
Landscape of Xi’an Leaders Primary 
School

The design of the project aims to bring 
nature into the campus. The design not 
only creates an outdoor environment 
full of green vegetation, but also brings 
more natural close-up experience and 
natural texture contact to the campus 
landscape environment for the primary 
school students.

There are green plants, stairs and 
slides between the classroom and the 
playground

Different kinds of plants can be plant-
ed to allow students to learn biological 
knowledge.

MEDIUM, connections between programs, 







Precedent Study 
 Lan-Tian Elementary School

With limited resources, the 
school moved the library, 
which was originally located 
far from the classrooms, to 
a place near the classrooms. 
Two idle classrooms were 
combined and renovated 
into a new reading space.

Multifunctional structure, 
one side is a blackboard, the 
other side can be used as a 
bookshelf.

Flexibility of space

DETAIL, program design & body fixture



https://www.egret.org/nature_ed

ROOM



ROOM

BODY FIXTURE - The relationship between human and others

I want to design a customizable school 
uniform so that students can have 
a place to show their individuality.

Students can make personal creations 
on school uniforms, and realize a variety 

of personalized information on school 
uniforms by combining AR technology. 

Such uniforms can also promote interaction 
between students.





FIRST FLOOR PLAN



SECOND FLOOR PLAN



MEZZANINE FLOOR PLAN



LONGITUDINAL SECTION

TRANSVERSE SECTION



MEZZANINE FLOOR PLANFIRST FLOOR PLAN

gym

cafeteria cafeteria

classroom classroom green house

office office

study area study area

atriumplayground

library library

dorm room dorm roomplants corridor

SECOND FLOOR PLAN



CLASSROOM DESIGN

lab & study area

junior student’s reading area

senior student’s reading area

greenhouse

classroom

The furniture in the classroom facilitates group 

discussions. 

Different classrooms are connected by flexible 

partitions, and teachers can change the size of the 

classroom space according to their needs. 

The roof of the classroom is connected to the 

greenhouse, so that plants can purify the air



ATRIUM FIRST FLOOR



ATRIUM-RIGHT  FIRST FLOOR



ATRIUM-LEFT FIRST FLOOR



ON STAIR SECOND FLOOR



HALLWAY SECOND FLOOR



HALLWAY SECOND FLOOR



HALLWAY-BACK  SECOND FLOOR



LIBRARY SECOND FLOOR



LIBRARY SECOND FLOOR



READING AREA SECOND FLOOR



LIBRARY-STAIR SECOND FLOOR



LIBRARY FIRST FLOOR



SENIOR CLASSROOM FIRST FLOOR



SENIOR CLASSROOM FIRST FLOOR



LOWER GRADE CLASSROOM FIRST FLOOR



LOWER GRADE CLASSROOM FIRST FLOOR



STUDY ROOM FIRST FLOOR



STUDY ROOM FIRST FLOOR



LAB/STUDY ROOM SECOND FLOOR



LAB MEZZANINE  FLOOR



LAB MEZZANINE  FLOOR



HALLWAY SECOND FLOOR



HALLWAY SECOND FLOOR



HALLWAY SECOND FLOOR



PLAY AREA FIRST FLOOR



SPORTS AREA FIRST FLOOR



PLAY AREA FIRST FLOOR



PLAY AREA FIRST FLOOR



PLAY AREA FIRST FLOOR





HALLWAY SECOND FLOOR



OFFICE SECOND FLOOR
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