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This project addresses how shared spaces could alter people’s lifestyles. The program is a 
co-living/co-working community for young people who have just graduated from college. 
Young people moving to a new city can benefit through a community within the shared 
spaces devoted to social activities.

My space is not just accessible to the residents, but also welcome all young people who 
want to engage more social connections and explore more possible future careers.
 
My site is located in a young community in Shenzhen, China. I am using an exhibition hall, 
which was a factory building, of a contemporary art center to create a space welcome all 
people to come and learn from others.

REDEFINING THE LIFESTYLE

PROSPECT MANSION

THESIS QUESTION:

How can public space encouage people connect socially?

What kinds of spacial elements create better atmosphere 
for social activities?

According to my research, people tend to communicate more in open spaces such as 
meeting/conference rooms, restaurants, bars. Those places have less privacy and share 
spaces with others, which force people to interact with each other. As a result, I would 
like to explore the possibilities of open spaces, to encourage people for more offline social 
activities. Communication also means opportunities, so I would like to have invited elites 
from different industies to join.

Due to the fast development of technology, younger generations are nowadays spending 
much more time on their phones or computers other than face-to-face communica-
tions. However, online communication isn’t a coefficient way for social experiences and 
it can cause misunderstanding between people. It has become even worse in the past 
year when the pandemic happened. In addition to the closed down of public entertaining 
places, people have now adapted online communication or activists as a new lifestyle.  
As social distancing seems to be a long-term situation we are going to face, I find that we 
need to recall people’s attention to physically make connection with each other. 
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FIEXIBLE PROGRAMS AND SPECIAL ACTIVITIES
Multi functional spaces and Special designed activities for my clients

Except co-working and co-living place, I design programs like lecture hall, film lounge, 

cafe etc..to create more situation and space for them to meet and communicate to each 

others. In these programs, I am also having different designed activities for my clients, 

not only the residents, but also interested people living outside.  

 
These activities are providing chance to meet different people and going to help them 

on learning knowledge and skills that are not their strengths or majors. By doing this 

may pushing their career into a higher level and helping them to find or change their 

life-long goals.
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Mix of Users and Spectrum of Expertise
Residents are selected into the mansion

Each member that enter the building will wear a color coded id card. The color is deter-
mined by their fields. It will be easier for people to recognize or find their interested people. 
Also, when they are working in the co-working zone, they will required to insert the card 
to the table. There will be colored light on the table when they do that. We encourage our 
members to make each working zone as colorful as they can.
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SITE: Hall A, OCAT, Nanshan, Shenzhen, China
Comtempary Art Center (former factory building)

The site building I chose is a former 
factory building. Currently It is serving 
as a comtemporary art exhibition hall. 
It contains 3 buildings: one 2-story 
building and two 1-story buildings. It 
also contains a threshold space be-
tween 3 buildings.

My site is in downtown 
Shenzhen City. However, 
it is pretty quiet place be-
cause of the surrending 
residential area. It is also 
very easy to access by pub-
lic transportations. Both 
bus and subway stations 
are in 5 mins walk.

Shenzhen is located on the 
center of the Pearl River 
Delta, which is the most im-
portant district of technol-
ogy in China. Thousands of 
young people move to the 
Delta area from all of the 
country every year.
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Floor 1 Plan
Program and Furniture layouts on floor 1 I am designing a convertible staircase in my space. In the daily routine, it is the 

floor of level 2, and while there are events happening in the first floor, the stair 
will come down and become the step seating. I also put the daily stair in my 
design to make this space the most important space of all. 
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RECONFIGURABLE STAIRCASE
A special designed staircase system to have several multi-functional space at the same time 
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MOVEMENT OF THE STAIRCASE
mechanism and movement of the stair
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STAIR SPECIAL ONE ---- AUDITORIUM
A special designed staircase system to have several multi-functional space at the same time 

Both of the front and further step seats comes down. The 
activity can be huge to have more than 20 people in the 
space. The big lecture or course and film night will be in 
this setting. 
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STAIR SPECIAL TWO ---- LECTURE HALL
A special designed staircase system to have several multi-functional space at the same time 

When the front part of the seats come down, medium 
size activities can be held here. There will be 3 steps of step 
seats and the capacity will be about ten to fifteen people. 
Small lecture can happen here. 
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STAIR SPECIAL THREE ---- LARGE MEZZANINE PLATFORM
A special designed staircase system to have several multi-functional space at the same time 

While the step seats comes down a little, it can connect to 
the existing mezzanine in order to have a bigger mezza-
nine space. Small activities like a seminar can be held here. 
People can still sit under the mezzanine and the upper 
stairs.
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STAIRS IN DAILY ARRANGEMENT ----- A VARIED LANDSCAPE
A special designed staircase system to have several multi-functional space at the same time 

The daily mode provides a mezzanine space and a sitting 
space under the mezzanine. It is about 5 ft height. People 
can sit on the ground and have some private conversation 
there. We will provide cushion on the ground. On the mez-
zanine, people can either sit or walk around it. The support-
ing structure of the upper floor also serves as the railing of 
the mezzanine.
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There are several different scales of bedrooms. 2 or 3 people are shar-
ing one bedroom. The bedrooms are designed into suites so that 2 
bedrooms are having a living room to share.

Bedrooms

double bedroom

living room of one suite
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VERTICAL CIRCULATION
The 3 stairs and one evevator in the building
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Level 2 Plan
Program and Furniture layouts on floor 2

I am thinking about make holes on 
my walls to have more space flex-
ibility. The holes can be opened up 
to the floor to allow connecting and 
using two spaces together, having 
two smaller space into one bigger 
space. Also, when the users need 
small space/privacy, they can still 
have it.
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I divided the level 2 co-working area into 2 zones. One is the office area and the 
other is meeting area. In the co-office area, the table can be free arranged into 
different scales of people due to the need. In the co-meeting area, the modular 
furniture system is helping the flexibility of the space.
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DIFFERNET ARRANGEMENTS OF THE CO-WORKING 
SPACE
Flexible furniture and wall system in co-working space
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OFFICE AREA OF THE CO-WORKING SPACE
Freely arranged table composition to adapt different scales of workers
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Modular Furniture
Flexible furniture system in co-working space

I used this quadrilateral to design 
a multifuctional modular furniture 
system. This kind of furniture can 
help to adapt different kinds of 
scale of people using the space. 
This will work together with the 
walling design.

Long meeting table
(6 ppl)

Lounge chair
(2 ppl)

Small meeting table
(2-4 ppl)

Round meeting table
(6 ppl)

Small meeting table
(2-3 ppl)

Lounge chair
(2-4 ppl)
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OPEN AND MEETING SPACE OF CO-WORKING AREA
Flexible furniture system in co-working space
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ENTRANCE LOBBY
The double-height space in the lobby area
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