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exposure//

1. the state of being exposed to contact with
something, experience of something.

2. the revelation of an identity of fact especially
one that is concealed

uncovering.revelation.unmasking.manifestation.divulgence.unearthing.
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concept
STATEMENT

Within the interior, a historic space becomes a vessel for
human interaction. The choreography of the space will
influence the users procession through the interior -- to
learn, grow, and communicate. This interaction will be
influenced by memory, impression, and identity through both
materiality and spatial configurations. By exposing historical
layers and fusing them with modern intervention, a symbiotic
relationship between user and space will develop. | intend
to explore this through the program of a temporary housing
and development center for young adults who have become
displaced due to aging out of foster care. This user group
requires careful attention to various aspects of personal
and professional development, which this site can provide
through collaborative learning spaces and safe resting areas.
The environment formed by the insertion of this program in
a site with such complex history would benefit the users by
encouraging them to uncover the memories and lessons of
the past while experiencing an intimate interaction with the
interior. The site remains a link to the past, while the new use
promotes a better future for residents.
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emerging ideas /
RESEARCH
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As beginning precedents, | explored the Castelvecchio
Museum by Carlo Scarpa and the Hedmark Museum by
Sverre Fehn. These projects eminate my emerging thesis
ideas of preserving history while simultaneously improving
function and program. The designers use of layering to
expose the history of the original bones, and the projection
and insertion of new mass creates an informed duality. The
attention to detail that both of these projects express will
be an idea to carry into my design process.
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Collage of Francesca Woodman's photo series Playful Darkness

Playful Darkness by Francesca Woodman

In Francesca Woodman's portrait series she integrates
herself into the historic layers of the interior. She challenged
the idea that the camera fixes time and space. Through this
images, she explores identity, timelessness, and decay. The
rooms in the images that Woodman photographs in are
cracked and broken, flaking and peeling. Her work is also

a commentary on how a space can evolve over time if left
untouched. The concepts within Woodman's work reveal
how human interference can alter a space’s memory.
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Attitude

It is a matter of never demolishing,
subtracting or replacing things,
but always adding, transforming

and utilising them.

“In general, the inserted piece has its own identity; :
it creates its own world, and the pleasure of this
new world is heightened by the experience of its e
relationship to the old. The container is the carrier

of memories and emotions, and the insertion
provides “the new"” (new uses, a new sensibility and
a new relevance for the existing structure which it
reanimates) literally.
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program

13

A residential space that acts as a temporary housing unit for young adults

ages 18-25 who have aged out of foster care. The space intends to teach and
support them through emotional, informational, tangible, and social support. The
interaction between the user and the site could will be symbiotic, with layers of
memory and time coexisting. The site will include wood & iron workshops, job
training, and communication support.
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The Cigar Factory represents resilience, community, and solidarity.
This site was home to a powerful moment in labor history. The
Charleston Strike of 1945 consisted of over 1,000 Cigar Factory
workers who walked off their jobs on October 22nd. The strike
combined forces across racial and gender lines. It was a united
working class strike which led to the first integrated union meeting
on October 26th. After much disregard from the Cigar Factory,
about a month later, on November 15th, black and white workers
participated in a massive demonstration. Finally, the factory provided
the back wages, but did not address the discrimination. The strike
did not end there, it continued to address the issues of higher pay,
discrimination, and a union shop. After tireless persistence, they
finally brokered a deal. Those living in this environment could learn
from the resilience and sense of community that once belonged
within the walls of this site. Much of the history that belongs to
this building is complex and often harbors painful memories of the
hardships of the employees, however, it relates directly to the fabric
of the city and provides important context. Those residing in this
building could be inspired to work towards their goals no matter
how far away they may seem.
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This site offers a large main space (~8,000 sf) which can hold the
variety of programs | need within the site. Aside from the main space,
there is additional space within the main factory (~2,000 sf. which
currently holds kitchen and bathroom facilities) and an outdoor
courtyard (~1,500 sf)

The Cigar Factory is essentially a blank canvas, aside from the 24
vertical columns which reside in the main volume. These columns
create an interesting spatial condition which separates that main
volume into 4 equal parts running front to back. With about a 24’
ceiling height, the program can extend beyond the horizontal plane.
Through a stacking and layering method, the programs could be
placed atop one another.

Overall, this site will reinforce my thesis ideas of adaptive reuse by
allowing for an intervention to be placed within an existing structure
that drastically changes its program and purpose.The insertion of a
more domestic program into an industrial scale can create a larger
supportive community. Also, more activities can take place within
this site reinforcing my program concept.
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therapeutic hub// 27
located in courtyard
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Time Lapse Sketch of the Therapeutic Hub



The Therapeutic Hub is a semi-permanent structure
that will be placed within the courtyard of the Cigar
Factory. The base cube structure can be reconfigured to
create different spatial conditions in which one module
interacts with another. The materality will be translucent
ripstop nylon with a hardwood framing system. This
forgiving interior material will allow each space to
impose into one another, creating an overt awareness
of another’s presence within the structure. Each isolated
configuration will serve as a therapeutic space in which
users can enter while feeling a sense of awareness

and belonging. With communication being the driving
concept behind the healing process, the Therapeutic
Hub's comfortable space can enhance this.
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program adjacencies//
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Sketch Site Models Exploring Spatial Dynamics
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program analysis diptychs//

EATING/COOKING: socialization, permeability, gathering

RESTING/SLEEPING: layering, encompassing, engaging
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LEARNING/HEALING: lightness, navigability, height, openness

Program Sequencing
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developing plan & section//

Testing Insertions at Various Scales
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developing plan & section//

ey |

Testing the Weaving & Layering of Spaces
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PERSPECTIVE COLLAGE: entry sequence/gallery/workshop
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GLASS SURROUND,
2" GAP AROUND COLUMN

PERSPECTIVE COLLAGE: first floor promenade/atrium/meeting



BUILT-UP ROOFING

NEW V8. EXISTING DETAIL 03
ROOF DETAIL: RAISED LOUNGE

ROOF MEMBRANE

TRANSLUCENT
POLYCARBONATE PANEL
25MM

'STEEL TUBING STRUCTURE
x4 X6
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PERSPECTIVE COLLAGE: mezzanine/imprint/lounge/sleep



PERSPECTIVE COLLAGE: courtyard
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This space will nurture a healing occupant through various
carefully detailed design moments. By creating details where
the new is pulled away from the old, the user will be able to
experience the history of the building, while simulataneously
shaping their own story. By learning significant trades that
have engrained themselves in the local history, the occupants
will not only learn a valuable skill and job asset, but will also
solidify their own sense of belonging within the community.
The materials within the interior will create public and private
spaces which contribute to the designated programs, and allow
imprint and visibilty as tactics to control the atmosphere.
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