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| NT. APARTMENT KI TCHEN - EARLY AFTERNOON

MAE, FEMALE, EARLY TVENTIES, stares aimessly out the w ndow,
her hands holding a small container of water. She begins to
water the plants sitting on the w ndowsill.

An obituary card with a picture and information for M CHELLE
| eans agai nst the wi ndow. She stops at a rose and admres it.

She begins to add nore water.

The harsh sound of a car horn startles her, causing her to
jolt and spill some water onto the floor.

Her heartbeat becones |loud in her ears, her breath com ng out
in gasps. She takes a nonment to try and conpose herself. The
traffic continues and then di es down outside.

CUT TO

Mae sets down a towel over the spill on the floor. Her phone
vi brates in her pocket. She pulls it out and reads that the
call is comng fromher girlfriend, WNN E' S, FEMALE, EARLY
TVEENTI ES.

Mae answers the phone holding it between her ear and her
shoul der, | ooking out the w ndow.

MAE
H

W NNI E (ON THE PHONE)
Hey, I"mon ny way honme fromthe store
| thought 1'd check up on ya before |
start driving.

MAE
Check up on ne?

W NN E (ON THE PHONE)
You know what | nean. How are you
feeling?

Mae's phone indicates that Wnnie is trying to video cal
her, she hits the answer button.

Wnnie's face comes into view on the screen. Mae sets the
phone on the windowsill and fidgets with a petal on the rose.



MAE
Better than yesterday, | think. I'm
going to try and see if | can get sone
wor k done on ny article today

MAE (CON T)
What did you get fromthe store?

W NN E (ON THE PHONE)
*gets in a car and cl oses the door*
Sone nore stuff for our trip, |
realized | didn't have any travel -
si zed bug spray.

MAE
You don't need travel -sized bug spray,
you can just buy sonme when we get
t here.

W NNI E (ON THE PHONE)
You can never have too nuch bug spray.
Especially when you're sleeping in the

woods. Trust ne, you'll be thanking ne
| at er.
Mae | aughs.
MAE
W'l |l see.

W NNl E (ON THE PHONE)
| need to head hone before nmy shift
but 1'Il text you | ater okay?

MAE
Drive safe.

W NN E (ON THE PHONE)
| will.

Mae taps the END button.

EXT. STREET - AFTERNOON

Mae | eaves her apartnent and wal ks to her mail box. She
receives a text.

UNKNOAN SENDER
what r u waiting 4



Mae freezes where she stands and | ooks around. She doesn't
noti ce anyone who could be watching her, texting.

MAE
Who is this

UNKNOWN SENDER
u kno

MAE
No, | don't

| medi ately after sending, Mae receives:
PROVI DER
THE NUMBER YOU ARE TRYI NG TO CONTACT
| S NO LONGER | N SERVI CE

Mae is confused but brushes it off as a prank. She puts the
phone back in her pocket and retrieves the mail

| NT BEDROOM - AFTERNOON

Mae enters her bedroom and sits down at the edge of her bed,
she sets the papers down next to her. On the floor sits a
sui t case, open but enpty.

She | ooks at the cards, and then back at the suitcase.

After a nmonment she begins to open one of the envel opes. A
voi ceover of Mae's voice reading the cards can be heard:

MAE (VO CEOVER)
"' mterribly saddened to hear of your
| oss. Your nother was a wonder f ul
woman" (new card) | w sh you peace and
confort-" (new card) Your nother was
so | oved by everyone who knew her."
(new card) "May she rest in peace and
light forev-" (new card) "Thinking of
you in this difficult tim"

She tosses the cards next to her and then flops onto her
back, facing the ceiling.

She takes out her phone from her pocket and stares at the
home screen. On her |l ock screen is a picture of her nother's
smling face.



She pulls up her nother's contact and presses the cal
button. The Iine rings for a nonent

M CHELLE
Hey, this is Mchelle. Please | eave a
message, and 1'll be sure to get back
to you. Byel!
The voi cermai |l indicator beeps.
MAE

Hey, no-
Mae tries to | eave a nessage but is interrupted.

DI d TAL VA CE
|'"'msorry. The caller you are trying
to reach has a full nmail box. Pl ease
try again |ater

The phone beeps again, ending the call for her. Mae is
slightly stunned. She calls again.

M CHELLE
Hey, this is Mchelle. Please | eave a
nmessage, and |'Il be sure to get back
to you. Bye!

May doesn't wait for the beep, hangs up, and calls again.
This continues in a nontage...

FADE TO BLACK

| NT BEDROOM - EVEN NG

Mae wakes up in her bed in the sane position as before, her
phone rests on her chest.

She sighs and picks up her phone, checking the tine. She gets
up fromthe bed.

Runni ng water, brushing teeth, etc. can be heard fromthe
connecti ng bat hroom

Mae returns to the bedroomand clinbs into bed. She opens her
phone and reads a goodni ght text from Wnnie. She sends a
reply and | ays back down in her bed. She falls back to sleep.

FADE



Mae sl eeps in a new position,
suddenly creaks as if sonmeone has sat next to her.

unawar e of the presence.

A hand creeps up towards her face,

lightly graze her cheeks.

The hand softly caresses her face.

| NT. APARTMENT - MORNI NG

Mae puts away her groceries in the fridge,

snoring quietly. The bed
Mae is

the fingertips seemto

Mae shifts in her sleep.

FADE TO BLACK

she listens to a

podcast of someone recounting their experience receiving a
nmessage from a deceased | oved one.

Her phone chi nes,

di srupting the podcast.

She cl oses the fridge and wal ks to her phone sitting on the
tabl e. She apprehensively unlocks it and reads the nessage.

The next

Angrily,

UNKNOWN SENDER
wat chi ng

two nessages cone in succession.

UNKNOWN SENDER ( CONT)

UNKNOAN SENDER ( CONT)
what r u waiting 4

she types back

MAE
Who is this? This isn't funny.

UNKNOWN SENDER
Feel i ng

UNKNOAN SENDER ( CONT)
wat chi ng over u

She re-reads the |l ast nessage and is rem nded of a nenory of
her not her.

FADE | N



EXT. PARK - A FEW YEARS AGO DAY

From Mae's perspective sitting at a table, we see her playing
a game of chess.

Mae | ooks at the board before making her nove.

16- YEAR- OLD MAE ( OFFSCREEN)
Mom do you think G andma can see us
fromwhere she is?

M CHELLE ( OFFSCREEN)
What do you mean?

M chel | e nakes her nove.

16- YEAR- OLD MAE ( OFFSCREEN)
| nmean, do you think she's watching
over us? From heaven or what ever

A beat .

M CHELLE ( OFFSCREEN)
Vell, 1'd like to think that she is
just as interested in everyone's
busi ness now as she was when she was
alive.

They | augh. Mae nmakes her nove.

M CHELLE ( OFFSCREEN)
Wiy do you ask?

M chel | e nakes her nove.

16- YEAR- OLD MAE ( OFFSCREEN)
| ve just been thinking about her
lately...

Mae makes her npve.

Si | ence.

M CHELLE ( OFFSCREEN)
It's okay to m ss Gandma, you know.

YOUNG MAE
| know, NMNom

M chel | e makes her nove.



M CHELLE ( OFFSCREEN)
VWhenever | mss her | sonetines snell
whi ffs of her perfune..

16- YEAR- OLD MAE ( OFFSCREEN)
Real | y? How can you tell?

Mae makes her nobve

M CHELLE ( OFFSCREEN)
| can't always tell, it's nore of a

feeling. A feeling that | know a part

of her is there, watching over ne.

16- YEAR- OLD MAE ( OFFSCREEN)
| never thought about it |ike that.

CUT BACK TO

| NT. APARTMENT KI TCHEN - MORNI NG

Mae hol di ng her phone. After a nonent, she hesitantly
responds.

MAE
Mont?

| mss you
Chat bubbl es appear on screen for a few nonents.

M CHELLE
soon

Mae becones frantic at the response. She quickly types:

MAE
don't |leave. are you there?

PROVI DER
THE NUMBER YOU ARE TRYI NG TO CONTACT
' S NO LONGER I N SERVI CE

Mae i s exasperated. She sets the phone down and stares
angrily at the screen.



PROVI DER
THE NUMBER YOU ARE TRYI NG TO CONTACT
'S NO LONGER | N SERVI CE

| NT. APARTMENT LI VI NG ROOM - AFTERNOON

Mae types on her | aptop, the sounds of the t.v play softly in
t he background. She checks her phone for notifications but
sees not hing, she goes back to typing.

She types m d-sentence:
MAE ( TYPI NG

For those itching for a sweaty dance floor, inexpensive
drinks and a place to neet new people in between bar-hopping,
Doubl e Dutch has got it covered.

On the screen reads "The 10 Best N ghtC ubs in San Franci sco.
M Borns March 2022."

She finishes typing and sends the email. She checks her phone
and has no new notifications. She tries watching the t.v.

The sounds of the conversations becone nore and nore nuffl ed.
Her phone vi brates, she quickly picks it up and sees Whnnie's
face on her screen.

She stands fromthe couch and enters the kitchen. She answers
the call and sets Wnnie on the counter before opening her
fridge.

MAE ( FROM BEHI ND FRI DGE)
Mor ni ng sl eepyhead

W NN E (ON THE PHONE)
*groggi l y* Morning

She shuts the fridge and sets her ingredients on the counter.

MAE
How di d you sl eep?

W NN E (ON THE PHONE)
Fine. Did you finish your article on
San Diego, Fresno, or wherever?



MAE
San Francisco. And yea | just enmuiled
it, actually. Hopefully, ny boss won't
notice how uninterested I was while
witing it.

Mae starts nmaki ng a sandw ch.

W NN E (ON THE PHONE)
He al ways |ikes your work regardl ess,
you'll be fine. How s the packing
goi ng?

Si | ence.

Mae stirs a jar of mayo and doesn't | ook at the canera for a
f ew seconds.

MAE ( HESI TANT)
Fi ne. ..

She trails off.

W NNI E (ON THE PHONE)
*si ghs* Mae, you told nme you started
packi ng days ago-

MAE
| know Wnnie. And | did, alittle.
It's just, going a little slowis all.

Mae finishes making her sandwi ch and takes a bite. Wnnie
wat ches her chew and they sit in silence for a few nonents.

W NNI E (ON THE PHONE)
Mae, your nother woul d want you to go.

MAE
You don't know that. | don't even know
that. We planned this trip before the
damm acci dent!

W NNI E (ON THE PHONE)
| understand that. | do know that she
woul dn't want you keepi ng yourself
trapped in that apartnent.

Mae sighs.



10

11

10.
W NN E (ON THE PHONE)
You can't wait forever.

Mae doesn't respond.

| NT. APARTMENT BATHROOM - NI GHT

Mae is brushing her teeth at the bathroom counter. Her phone
is laying next to the sink. She alternates between | ooking at
herself in the mrror and her phone.

She spits. No text.

| NT. APARTMENT BEDROOM - NI GHT

Mae is now dressed for bed. She plugs her phone in and sets
it on her nightstand before clinbing into bed. She unl ocks
her phone and takes one |l ast | ook at the text conversation
fromearlier.

MAE
don't |eave. are you there?

She turns off her lanp and turns over. Sl eeping.

FADE

EXT. DREAM PARK - DAY

Mae wal ks in a park, admiring the nature around her. Her
hands graze bl ades of tall grass as she passes by.

She conmes across a bench and takes a seat. M chelle appears
next to her.

MAE
| mss you.

M CHELLE
| mss you, too. So nuch.

MAE
Wy didn't | feel you sooner? It's
been over a nonth. | needed you.
| ooked, everywhere.



12

M CHELLE
| was always there, baby. Even if you
didn't know, even if you couldn't fee
it, I was there.

Mel i ssa grabs Mae's hand and squeezes.

Mchelle lets go of Mae's hand and st ands.

M CHELLE ( CONT)
Wiy are you still here? You know
Wnnie is waiting for you.

MAE
| don't know. It just didn't feel
right. You were gone, and it just felt
t oo soon.

M CHELLE
You found a | ovely person to spend
your life with. Don't ness that up
because you got hung up on ne. (beat)
|"mso proud of you, baby. You know
that 1 wll always be with you. It's
okay to let nme go whenever you're
r eady.

MAE ( TEARFULLY)
| love you, nom

t he forehead.

M CHELLE ( ECHO NG
| love you, too, baby.

11.

She ki sses Mae on

Mae | ooks up and her nother has di sappeared. She opens her
hand and a rose is sitting inside.

| NT BEDROOM - MORNI NG

Mae wakes up in her bed,
recent contact.

nmost
t ext.

MAE
is everything going to be okay?

FADE

she opens her phone and finds her
She clicks the nunber and types out a
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12.

PROVI DER
ERRCOR | NVALI D NUMBER

| NT. APARTMENT KI TCHEN - MORNI NG

Mae enters the kitchen and brings out a kettle for a cup of
tea. As she waits for the water to boil she | ooks to the
plants at the window sill. \Were there once was a single rose
in a vase is now a bouquet.

Mae starts to tear up

| NT BEDROOM - MORNI NG

Mae goes back to her bedroom and | ooks at the suitcase on the
floor. She picks it up and sets it on her bed.

After taking a deep breath she starts to pack the suitcase.



