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Charming, Witty, Gallant, Wise - Recognize Yourself?
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Examples of
Chinese Ornament

e By Owen Jones

e Published in 1867

e More of a design sourcebook, purely
descriptive and lacked understanding of
meaning behind motifs
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HOW TO READ

How to Read

Chinese Ceramics

e By Denise Leidy

e Published in 2015

e Drawing from collections at the Met
e Explains and interprets motifs




Jar with carp in lotus pond, mid-16th century
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Platter with the story of Pan An, early 18th century 07
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Platter with the story of Pan An, early 18th century 08
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Platter with the story of Pan An, early 18th century 09
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Molded famille rose "dragon and phoenix" bowl and cover, 1736-1820




Pink-ground famille rose moonflask, 1736-1795
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Pink-ground famille rose moonflask, 1736-1795
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Pink-ground famille rose moonflask, 1736-1795







Vase with Nine Peaches, Qing dynasty, Qianlong mark and period

15




16

Color palettes and other motifs
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Water pattern (wave, vortex)




Thunder and cloud pattern, Ruyi pattern
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Shaped doorways in Chinese Gardens
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Mythological Creatures
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Hidden Symbolism in
Chinese Decoration

LEIWEN Eix

Also known as the thunder
pattern, or the meander
pattern in the West, the leiwen
symbolizes life giving rain and

abundance to farming people. . ' . ‘ = S N F : PHOENIX JAl

_l‘l'l'_(m,mf_'-, ; / ( i - Representing female
St ; authority, benevolence
; ot and beauty, the phoenix
RUYI tn ks i is associated with the
' Empress of China.
Together, the dragon and
phoenix represent the
height of power and
auspiciousness, often
appearing at weddings to
convey blessings and
good fortune.

DRAGON BE

Arguably the most AN : - >

well-known motif in A ' A & 4 , WATER PATTERN 7K£X
Chinese art, the dragon - . =

symbolises the Emperor of ) AN /"’" - o — Symbolizing eternity,
China and is emblematic of ' o f —— 77 S — prosperity, and good
male prowess, strength and : - ™ = : 74 ¢ — fortune, the water
divine rule. According to : ' = NN i j . p & | pattern is an umbrella
Chinese mythology, they > = .. R Lol o term for motifs that
rise up from the sea and - SO — .. R : portray different states
create storm clouds that MRRRRRE = : \ N o SR of the sea.

bring fertility to the land. n ' \ : . 4




Flowers

Hidden Symbolism in
Chinese Decoration

LEIWEN 4

Also known as the thunder
pattern, or the meander
pattern in the West, the leiwen
symbolizes life giving rain and
abundance to farming people.

PLUM BLOSSOM #87E

Representing the thawing
of winter and a herald of
spring, the plum blossom
is a symbol of persever-
ance and strength under
adverse circumstances.

PEACH BkF

Emblematic of longevity and health,
peaches are a common symbaol in
Chinese art. In mythology, they're
consumed by the immortals due to
their mystic virtue of conferring
eternal life on all who eat them.

PEONY £}

Considered the “king of

flowers,” peonies are

known to represent

prosperity, happiness,

and honor. Traditionally

a token of love, they

were exchanged as a RUYI IN&E4&Y

farewell gift.
Meaning “as desired” or “as
you wish,” the ruyi is usually
depicted with a long S-shaped
handle and a head fashioned
like a cloud or mushroom.

CHRYSANTHEMUM %7t

A homophone for a character
that means “long time,” the

i x“ chrysanthemum is associated
- ‘%::_

with longevity and vitality. In

> - ancient China, people drank
Ny

chrysanthemum wine on the
ninth day of the ninth lunar

month as it was believed to

prolong their lives.

|

LOTUS &1t

The lotus flower grows
from the mud but remains
unstained and pure.
Because of this, it has
come to symbolize rising
from the dark into beauty
and rebirth.




Animals
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'~ Hidden Symbolism in

P P Meaning “as desired” or “as
Chinese Decoration
depicted with a long S-shaped
handle and a head fashioned
like a cloud or mushroom.

DEER &

A homophone for “lu,” a

character that means “good riod .

income,” the deer is a symbol i :

of good luck and prosperity. ; CARP 88
Because it's the only animal b, W

that can find the fungus of
immortality in Chinese
mythology, it's also an

emblem of long life.

In Chinese folklore, carp that
manage to leap over the Yellow
River are believed to turn into
dragons. It has thus become a
symbol of success, strength,
perseverance, and wealth.

LEIWEN T

Also known as the thunder

pattern, or the meander L

pattern in the West, the leiwen 3 s CRANE 8

symbolizes life giving rain and y

abundance to farming people. - Also known as the “bird of
the immortals” the crane
embodies longevity and
peace. It also represents

L long-lasting love and loyalty
ROOSTER ‘2% 8/ : in marriage, as the bird is
: kb monogamous and stays with

Representing fidelity and s \ one partner until death.

punctuality, the rooster is 3

an auspicious symbol of

good luck and protection.

Because the character for

roosters’ crowns, “guan,”

is homophonous to the

word for “officials” it's

also associated with

wealth and power.




